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(57) ABSTRACT

An embodiment is a structure. The structure comprises a
substrate, a chip, and a reinforcement component. The sub-
strate has a first surface, and the first surface comprises
depressions. The chip is over and attached to the first surface
of the substrate. The reinforcement component is over a first
area of the first surface of the substrate. The first area is not
under the chip. The reinforcement component has a portion
disposed in at least some of the depressions in the first area.
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1
SEMICONDUCTOR DEVICE PACKAGE AND
METHOD

BACKGROUND

Semiconductor devices are used in a variety of electronic
applications, such as personal computers, cell phones, digital
cameras, and other electronic equipment, as examples. Semi-
conductor devices are typically fabricated by sequentially
depositing insulating or dielectric layers, conductive layers,
and semiconductive layers of material over a semiconductor
substrate, and patterning the various material layers using
lithography to form circuit components and elements
thereon.

The semiconductor industry continues to improve the inte-
gration density of various electronic components (e.g., tran-
sistors, diodes, resistors, capacitors, etc.) by continual reduc-
tions in minimum feature size, which allow more components
to be integrated into a given area. These smaller electronic
components also require smaller packages that utilize less
area than packages of the past, in some applications.

One smaller type of packaging for semiconductors is a flip
chip chip-scale package (FcCSP), in which a semiconductor
die is placed upside-down on a substrate and bonded to the
substrate using bumps. The substrate has wiring routed to
connect the bumps on the die to contact pads on the substrate
that have a larger footprint. An array of solder balls is formed
on the opposite side of the substrate and is used to electrically
connect the packaged die to an end application.

However, some FcCSP packages tend to exhibit bending,
where warping of the substrate occurs during processing,
such as during temperature stress. The bending can cause
reliability issues, such as bond breakage of the bumps,
delamination of an underfill, and delamination of a passiva-
tion layer on the die.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a more complete understanding of the present embodi-
ments, and the advantages thereof, reference is now made to
the following descriptions taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a portion of a chip scale package (CSP) structure
according to an embodiment;

FIGS. 2A and 2B are example patterns of a layer and
openings according to an embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a portion of another CSP structure according to an
embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a portion of a further CSP structure according to
an embodiment; and

FIG. 5 is a portion of yet another CSP structure according
to an embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
EMBODIMENTS

The making and using of the present embodiments are
discussed in detail below. It should be appreciated, however,
that the present disclosure provides many applicable inven-
tive concepts that can be embodied in a wide variety of spe-
cific contexts. The specific embodiments discussed are
merely illustrative of specific ways to make and use the dis-
closed subject matter, and do not limit the scope of the dif-
ferent embodiments.

Embodiments will be described with respect to a specific
context, namely a chip scale package (CSP), particularly flip
chip CSP (FcCSP). Other embodiments may also be applied,
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2

however, to other packaging techniques, such as flip chip ball
grid array (FcBGA) packages, or for other structures within a
package, such as for an interposer or other active chip in a two
and a half dimensional integrated circuit (2.5DIC) structure
or a three dimensional IC (3DIC) structure.

FIG. 1 is a portion of a CSP structure 8 according to an
embodiment. The structure 8 comprises a substrate 10, a chip
20, and alid 26. The chip 20 is attached on a top surface of the
substrate 10 by electrical connectors 18 on respective pads 16
of'the substrate 10. The substrate 10 has a layer 12 on the top
surface. The layer 12 has openings 14 through the layer 12 to
the top surface of the substrate 10, in an area under the chip 20
and in an area not under the chip 20. An underfill material 28
is between the chip 20 and the top surface of the substrate 10
and around the electrical connectors 18. The underfill mate-
rial 28 is further in some of the openings 14 on the top surface
of the substrate 10 under and proximate the chip 20. The
underfill material 28 may provide further mechanical cou-
pling and support between the chip 20 and the substrate 10.

The lid 26 is over the chip 20 and conforms to the chip 20
and the substrate 10 such that the lid 26 bends toward the top
surface of the substrate 10 as the 1id 26 extends away from the
chip 20. A thermal interface material 22 interfaces between a
top surface of the chip 20 and the lid 26. A bottom part of a
portion of the lid 26 over the chip 20 has recesses 24. The
thermal interface material 22 is disposed in the recesses 24 of
the 1id 26. A bottom part of a flange portion of the 1id 26 away
from the chip 20 has recesses 34. An adhesive 32 is between
the flange portion of the lid 26 and the top surface of the
substrate 10. The adhesive 32 is in recesses 34 of the lid 26
and openings 14 in the layer 12.

The 1id 26 in this embodiment is formed, for example, by
using a metal press. The recesses 24 and 34 in the 1id 26 are
formed, for example, by using a molding having a pattern
corresponding to the recesses 24 and 34 when pressing the lid
26. The lid 26 in this embodiment is steel and, in other
embodiments, can be copper, stainless steel, the like, or a
combination thereof. The recesses 24 and 34 have dimen-
sions, for example, a depth between approximately 10 pm and
100 um and a width of the depicted cross section between
approximately 10 um and 100 pum. It should be noted that
embodiments contemplate other dimensions of these recesses
24 and 34, and that optimum dimensions for an application
may be determined without undue experimentation.

The substrate 10 in this embodiment is an organic substrate
comprising Ajinomoto Build-up Film (ABF), and the layer 12
is a solder resist, polyimide, and/or a photoresist with a thick-
ness of between approximately 10 um and approximately 20
pm. The substrate 10 can be formed by acceptable techniques,
and the layer 12 is formed by coating and patterning using
photolithography to form the openings 14. Other materials
can be used for the layer 12, such as ceramic, plastic, organic
material, the like, or a combination thereof. In this embodi-
ment, the openings 14 have dimensions, such as depth is
between approximately 10 um and 20 pm corresponding to
the thickness of the layer 12 although other depths may be
used and a width of the depicted cross section is between
approximately 10 pum and 20 pum. It should be noted that
embodiments contemplate other dimensions of the openings
14, and that optimum dimensions for an application may be
determined without undue experimentation.

The chip 20 can be formed according to acceptable tech-
niques, and embodiments contemplate a chip with any func-
tionality. The electrical connectors 18 in this embodiment are
metal posts, such as copper, with a lead free solder, such as a
eutectic material such as SnAgCu (“SAC”), formed thereon.
The electrical connectors 18 can also be ball grid array (BGA)



US 9,287,191 B2

3

balls, or the like, formed by acceptable methods. The chip 20
is attached to the substrate 10 using, for example, a pick-and-
place tool, and the electrical connectors 18 are reflowed.

The thermal interface material 22 is formed on the top
surface of the chip 20, for example, by coating the thermal
interface material 22 on a wafer comprising the chip 20 before
the chip 20 is singulated from the wafer. The chip 20 is then
placed, using the pick-and-place tool, on the substrate 10 with
the thermal interface material 22 on the top surface of the chip
20. The thermal interface material 22 may be a thermally
conductive and electrically insulative material, such as an
epoxy, like an epoxy mixed with a metal like silver or gold, a
“thermal grease,” a “white grease,” the like, or a combination
thereof.

The underfill material 28 is dispensed after the electrical
connectors 18 are reflowed using an acceptable dispensing
tool. The underfill material 28 is then cured. The underfill
material 28 can be a liquid epoxy, deformable gel, silicon
rubber, the like, or a combination thereof.

The adhesive 32 is applied to the periphery of the substrate
10 using, for example, appropriate dispensing equipment.
The1id 26 is then placed over the chip 20 and the substrate 10,
such as by using a pick-and-place tool, and the adhesive 32 is
cured. The adhesive can be a glue, polymer, epoxy, film, the
like, or a combination thereof.

FIGS. 2A and 2B are example patterns of the layer 12 and
the openings 14. It should be noted that the same or similar
patterns may be formed for the recesses 24 and 34 in the lid
26. In FIG. 2A, a first opening 14' in a first layer 12' has a
circular cross section in a plane parallel to the top surface of
the substrate 10. In FIG. 2B, a second opening 14" in a second
layer 12" has a trench cross section in a plane parallel to the
top surface of the substrate 10. These are two examples of
patterns, and other embodiments contemplate other cross sec-
tional patterns, such as rectangular, hexagonal, octagonal,
elliptical, the like, or a combination thereof.

FIG. 3 is aportion of another CSP structure 40 according to
anembodiment. The structure 40 comprises many ofthe same
components of the structure 8 in FIG. 1, which are referenced
by same reference numerals. Accordingly, explicit descrip-
tion of those components is omitted for brevity. The structure
40 does not comprise the 1id 26 in FIG. 1 and comprises a ring
42 along a periphery of the substrate 10 around the chip 20
and not over a top surface of the chip 20. The ring 42 has
recesses 44 in a bottom part. An adhesive 46 is between the
top surface of the substrate 10 and the bottom part of the ring
42, and the adhesive 46 is disposed in the recesses 44 of the
ring 42 and in the openings 14 of the layer 12 that are in an
area not under the chip 20.

The recesses 44 in the ring 42 are formed by a metal press
with a molding having a pattern corresponding to the recesses
44. The recesses 44 in the ring 42 can be formed with a pattern
and dimensions the same as or similar to, for example, the
recesses 34 in the 1id 26 of FIG. 1. The ring 42 can be steel,
stainless steel, copper, the like, or a combination thereof.
Similar to the adhesive 32 of FIG. 1, the adhesive 46 can be
applied to the top surface of the substrate 10. The ring 42 can
be placed over the adhesive 46 using a pick-and-place tool,
and the adhesive 46 can be cured.

FIG. 4 is a portion of a further CSP structure 50 according
to an embodiment. The structure 50 comprises many of the
same components of the structure 8 in FIG. 1, which are
referenced by same reference numerals. Accordingly, explicit
description of those components is omitted for brevity. The
structure 50 does not comprise the lid 26 in FIG. 1 and
comprises a molding compound 52 encapsulating the chip 20
and the top surface of the substrate 10. The molding com-
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pound 52 is in some of the openings 14 of the layer 12 in an
area not under the chip 20. The molding compound 52 is
applied using, for example, compression molding.

FIG. 5 is a portion of yet another CSP structure 60 accord-
ing to an embodiment. The structure 60 comprises many of
the same components of the structure 50 in FIG. 5, which are
referenced by same reference numerals. Accordingly, explicit
description of those components is omitted for brevity. The
substrate 10 and layer 12 of FIG. 5 is replaced with a substrate
62, and the substrate 62 uses bump on trace (BOT) technol-
ogy. The substrate 62 comprises conductive traces 64 upon
which the electrical connectors 18 are attached and reflowed.
The substrate 62 has recesses 66 formed in a top surface ofthe
substrate 62. The molding compound 52 is in the recesses 66
in an area not under the chip 20, and the underfill material 28
is in the recesses 66 under the chip 20.

The recesses 66 can be formed in a same or similar pattern
as the openings 14 in FIG. 5 with the same or similar dimen-
sions. The recesses 66 are formed, for example, using accept-
able photolithography and/or etching processes, such as a wet
or dry etch, or by laser trimming. An example etching process
is a wet etch using phosphoric acid (H;PO,). It should be
noted that substrates similar to the substrate 62 generally
comprise multiple layers, and the recesses 66 may extend into
one or more layers of the substrate 62. Further, these features
of the substrate 62 can be applied to the previous embodi-
ments discussed.

Embodiments may have enhanced adhesion of various
components in a CSP structure which may result in reduced
stress in areas within the structure. In the disclosed embodi-
ments, by having the underfill material in the openings and/or
recesses of the substrate, the underfill material has a larger
area to contact to allow for greater adhesion to the substrate.
Similarly, the molding compound or adhesive in the various
embodiments can have greater adhesion with the substrate by
being in the openings and/or recesses of the substrate. Also,
the recesses in the 1id or ring allows for greater adhesion of the
adhesive. The greater adhesion to the lid, ring, and/or molding
compound may allow those components to absorb much of
the stress created when the substrate begins to warp, such as
during steps comprising heating. The absorbed stress can thus
be diverted from the electrical connectors, underfill material,
etc. to possibly prevent failures which would otherwise be
caused by the stress.

An embodiment is a structure. The structure comprises a
substrate, a chip, and a reinforcement component. The sub-
strate has a first surface, and the first surface comprises
depressions. The chip is over and attached to the first surface
of the substrate. The reinforcement component is over a first
area of the first surface of the substrate. The first area is not
under the chip. The reinforcement component has a portion
disposed in at least some of the depressions in the first area.

Another embodiment is a structure. The structure com-
prises a substrate, a chip, an underfill material, and a compo-
nent. The substrate has depressions in a top surface. The chip
is attached to the top surface. The underfill material is
between the top surface of the substrate and the chip. The
underfill material is in at least some of the depressions in a
first area of the top surface of the substrate, and the first area
underlies the chip. The component is selected from the group
consisting essentially ofa (1) lid and a first adhesive, (2) aring
and a second adhesive, and (3) a molding compound. The
component is on the top surface of the substrate and has a
portion disposed in at least some of the depressions in a
second area of the top surface of the substrate. The second
area does not underlie the chip.
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A further embodiment is a method. The method comprises
providing a substrate having depressions in a top surface,
attaching a chip to the top surface of the substrate, and pro-
viding a reinforcement component on the top surface of the
substrate. A portion of the reinforcement component being is
in at least some of the depressions.

Although the present embodiments and their advantages
have been described in detail, it should be understood that
various changes, substitutions and alterations can be made
herein without departing from the spirit and scope of the
disclosure as defined by the appended claims. Moreover, the
scope of the present application is not intended to be limited
to the particular embodiments of the process, machine, manu-
facture, composition of matter, means, methods and steps
described in the specification. As one of ordinary skill in the
art will readily appreciate from the disclosure, processes,
machines, manufacture, compositions of matter, means,
methods, or steps, presently existing or later to be developed,
that perform substantially the same function or achieve sub-
stantially the same result as the corresponding embodiments
described herein may be utilized according to the present
disclosure. Accordingly, the appended claims are intended to
include within their scope such processes, machines, manu-
facture, compositions of matter, means, methods, or steps.

What is claimed is:

1. A structure comprising:

a substrate having a first surface, separate depressions
extending into the substrate from the first surface of the
substrate;

a chip over and attached to the first surface of the substrate;
and

a reinforcement component over a first area of the first
surface of the substrate, the first area not being under the
chip, the reinforcement component having a portion dis-
posed in at least some of the depressions in the first area,
wherein the reinforcement component comprises a lid
and an adhesive, the lid having a first portion over the
chip and a second portion over the first area of the first
surface of the substrate, the adhesive being between the
second portion of the lid and the first surface of the
substrate, the adhesive being disposed in the at least
some of the depressions in the first area.

2. The structure of claim 1, wherein the substrate comprises

a layer and an underlying substrate, the layer being over the
underlying substrate, the depressions being openings through
the layer.

3. The structure of claim 1, wherein the depressions are
recesses in the first surface of the substrate.

4. The structure of claim 1 further comprising an underfill
material between the chip and the substrate, the underfill
material being disposed in a plurality of the depressions in a
second area of the first surface of the substrate, the second
area being under the chip.

5. The structure of claim 1, wherein the second portion of
the lid comprises lid depressions, the adhesive being disposed
in at least some of the lid depressions.

6. The structure of claim 1 further comprising a thermal
interface material between a surface of the chip and the first
portion of the lid, the first portion of the lid comprising lid
depressions, the thermal interface material being disposed in
at least some of the lid depressions.

7. The structure of claim 1, wherein an active surface of the
chip is facing the first surface of the substrate, external elec-
trical connectors being directly attached to the active surface
and the first surface, the external electrical connectors
mechanically and electrically coupling the chip to the sub-
strate.
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8. The structure of claim 1, wherein the reinforcement
component at least laterally encircles the chip over the first
area.

9. A structure comprising:

a substrate having a first surface, separate depressions
extending into the substrate from the first surface of the
substrate;

a chip over and attached to the first surface of the substrate;
and

a reinforcement component over a first area of the first
surface of the substrate, the first area not being under the
chip, the reinforcement component having a portion dis-
posed in at least some of the depressions in the first area,
wherein the reinforcement component comprises a ring
and an adhesive, the ring being around the chip and over
the first area, the adhesive being between the ring and the
first surface ofthe substrate, the adhesive being disposed
in the at least some of the depressions in the first area.

10. The structure of claim 9, wherein the ring comprises
ring depressions, the adhesive being disposed in at least some
of' the ring depressions.

11. The structure of claim 9, wherein the portion of the
reinforcement component is disposed in a plurality of the
depressions in the first area.

12. A structure comprising:

a substrate having depressions in a top surface;

a chip attached to the top surface by external electrical
connectors directly attached between the chip and the
top surface of the substrate;

an underfill material between the top surface of the sub-
strate and the chip, the underfill material being around
the external electrical connectors, the underfill material
being in at least some of the depressions in a first area of
the top surface of the substrate, the first area underlying
the chip; and

a component selected from the group consisting essentially
ofalid and a first adhesive, a ring and a second adhesive,
and a molding compound, the component being on the
top surface of the substrate and having a portion dis-
posed in a plurality of the depressions in a second area of
the top surface of the substrate, the second area not
underlying the chip.

13. The structure of claim 12, wherein the component is the
lid and the first adhesive, the lid being over the chip, the lid
having first 1id depressions in a first portion of the lid overly-
ing the chip and having second lid depressions in a second
portion of the lid overlying the first area, a thermal interface
material being between the chip and the first portion and
disposed in at least some of the first lid depressions, the first
adhesive being disposed in at least some of the second lid
depressions and being disposed in the plurality of the depres-
sions in the second area.

14. The structure of claim 12, wherein the component is the
ring and the second adhesive, the ring being around the chip,
the ring having ring depressions, the second adhesive being
disposed in at least some of the ring depressions and being
disposed in the plurality of the depressions in the second area.

15. The structure of claim 12, wherein the component is the
molding compound, the molding compound being in the plu-
rality of the depressions in the second area.

16. The structure of claim 12, wherein the substrate com-
prises a layer and an underlying substrate, the layer being over
the underlying substrate, the depressions being openings
through the layer.

17. The structure of claim 12, wherein the component at
least laterally surrounds the chip over the second area of the
top surface of the substrate.
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18. A structure comprising:

a substrate having a top side, the top side having depres-
sions, the top side having a chip-attach area and a periph-
ery area, the periphery area being distinct from the chip-
attach area; 5

a chip having an active side, external electrical connectors
attaching the active side of the chip to the chip-attach
area of the top side of the substrate, the active side of the
chip facing the top side of the substrate, the periphery
area not being under the chip; 10

an underfill material disposed between active side of the
chip and the chip-attach area of the top side of the sub-
strate, the underfill material being disposed around the
external electrical connectors and disposed in a first
plurality of the depression in the chip-attach area of the 15
top side of the substrate; and

a reinforcement component at least laterally encircling the
chip and over the periphery area of the top side of the
substrate, the reinforcement component having a por-
tion disposed in a second plurality of the depressions in 20
the periphery area of the top side of the substrate.
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